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Kristi Harshbarger, Jered Jepsen, Rob Roman, Joe Kooiker

Mowing
314.17 Mowing on interstates, primary highways, and secondary roads.
Mowing roadside vegetation on the rights-of-way or medians on any
primary highway, interstate highway, or secondary roads prior to July 15 is
prohibited, except as follows:
1. Within two hundred yards of an inhabited dwelling.
2. On rights-of-way within one mile of the corporate limits of a city.
3. To promote native species of vegetation or other long-lived and
adaptable vegetation.
4. To establish control of damaging insect populations, noxious weeds,
and invasive plant species.
5. For visibility and safety reasons.
6. Within rest areas, weigh stations, and wayside parks.
7. Within fifty feet of a drainage tile or tile intake.
8. For access to a mailbox or for other accessibility purposes.
9. On rights-of-way adjacent to agricultural demonstration or research
plots.
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Integrated Roadside Vegetation
Management Plans
Iowa Code allows, but does not require, counties to
adopt their own integrated roadside vegetation
management plan consistent with the state’s plan.
Having allows your county to be more involved in
making decisions in the right of way.

Example:
• 317.11(2):
Nothing under this chapter shall prevent the
landowner from harvesting, in proper season on or
after July 15, the grass grown on the road along the
landowner’s land except for vegetation maintained
for highway purposes as part of an integrated
roadside vegetation management plan which is
consistent with the objectives in section 314.22.
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Another Example:
In addition, Iowa Code Section 317.13 requires a
county to require permits for burning, mowing or
spraying of roadsides by individuals in its program for
weed control.

A word of caution…
The language of these statutes has changed
frequently over the years, so always double check
current Code language!
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318.3
Obstructions in highway right-of-way.
A person shall not place, or cause to be placed, an obstruction within
any highway right-of-way. This prohibition includes, but is not limited
to, the following actions:
1. The excavation, filling, or making of any physical changes to any part of the highway
right-of-way, except as provided under section 318.8.
2. The cultivation or growing of crops within the highway right-of-way.
3. The destruction of plants placed within the highway right-of-way.
4. The placing of fences or ditches within the highway right-of-way.
5. The alteration of ditches, water breaks, or drainage tiles within the highway right-ofway.
6. The placement of trash, litter, debris, waste material, manure, rocks, crops or crop
residue, brush, vehicles, machinery, or other items within the highway right-of-way.
7. The placement of billboards, signs, or advertising devices within the highway right-ofway.
8. The placement of any red reflector, or any object or other device which shall cause the
effect of a red reflector on the highway right-of-way which is visible to passing
motorists.
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