
TALLGRASS 
TRAILS

Welcome to the 

TALLGRASS TRAILS
The Tallgrass Trails are approximately 3.7 
miles of unpaved paths encompassing 69 
acres of production plots, research plots, 
and tallgrass prairie. These areas support 
the work of the Tallgrass Prairie Center. 
Users may explore between 30-40 native 
prairie plant species in production. 

Intersected by the middle 
branch of Dry Run Creek, this 
area supports many species 
of insects, small mammals, and birds. 
Are you interested to learn more about 
what you may see out here? Check out 
tallgrassprairiecenter.org/resources/
education-and-appreciation      

How does the Tallgrass Prairie 
Center use this landscape?

	» Plant Materials 
The seed production rows and fields you see 
along the Tallgrass Trails are the work of the 
Tallgrass Prairie Center’s Plant Materials program. 
Seed harvested here is available to native seed 
growers for planting fields to produce Iowa Source 
Identified seed. This supports a seed supply for 
Iowa roadsides and prairie restorations that is 
diverse and well-adapted to the Iowa climate.

	» Research and Restoration 
The Tallgrass Prairie Center’s research and 
demonstration plots were established to test the 
importance of management tools like mowing 
and cost-effective seed mix design for restoring 
prairies across roadside right-of-ways, working 
farm fields, or busy urban areas. 

	» Iowa Roadside Management 
The seed produced at the Center is distributed 
for use by native seed growers and, eventually, 
returned to the Iowa landscape. This includes 
counties and cities that use integrated roadside 
vegetation management (IRVM). This is an 
approach to right-of-way maintenance that 
combines a variety of management techniques 
with sound ecological principles.

	» Prairie on Farms
Like roadsides, farmland may use seed 
generated by growers from stock produced at 
the TPC. Our Prairie on Farms program partners 
with Iowa farmers to promote the use of prairie 
within row-cropped fields as a reliable, durable, 
and multi-functional conservation practice on 
agricultural lands. 

Rules of Use
The Tallgrass Trails are open from dawn to dusk. 
Please adhere to campus parking guidelines. 
If you are interested in seed collection, please 
contact laura.walter@uni.edu.

UNI and the Tallgrass Trails are tobacco free 
zones. Smoking and littering are prohibited. 

Leash and clean up after pets /

/ No cycling on unpaved trails 

/ No unauthorized motorized vehicles 

/ Stay on designated trails 

tallgrassprairiecenter.org
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Key Locations

1 Tallgrass Prairie Center

2 Iowa Crabapple Orchard 

3 Research and Demonstration Plots

4 Seed Production Plots

6 Sand Mound Prairie

5 Hayfield Prairie

Cottonwood Grove7

Retention Pond8

P Visitor Parking, 2 Spaces Each

Bicycle Connecting Routes 

Unpaved Trails  
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