
 

 
 

 
Iowa Native Seed Meeting 

Wednesday, March 12, 2025 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

UNI Maucker Union 

Agenda 
 

8:30 a.m. Registration and Networking – University Room, Maucker Union 

Beverages and snacks provided 

 

9:00 a.m. Welcome & TPC Plant Materials Update – University Room 

Laura Jackson, Director, Tallgrass Prairie Center (TPC) and Laura Walter, TPC Plant Materials 

 

9:20 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Presentations – University Room (in person unless indicated otherwise) 

- 9:20 Iowa DOT Projects and Native Seed – Rachel Harris, Iowa DOT 

- 9:40 CRP & Conservation Practice Standard Updates – Matt Allen Iowa NRCS 

- 10:00 Sourcing Native Seed: Distance, Diversity & Function – Shelby Flint, Southwest Minnesota 

State University  

- 10:20 Break / Networking 

- 11:00 Be a Wild Advocate: Native Plant Ordinances (virtual) – Rosanne Plante, The Wild 

Lawyers 

- 11:20 Testing Wild/Native Seeds – Gil Waibel, The Testing Wild Seeds Project 

- 11:40 Creating a Midwest Native Seed Network – Chris Woolridge, Chicago Botanic Garden 

 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. LUNCH (taco bar) provided – University Room 

 

1:15 – 2:15 p.m. Native seed purchasers’ panel – University Room – Dave Reuter (Pheasants 

Forever), Kristine Nemec (TPC Iowa Roadside Management), Lael Neal (Polk County Conservation), 

Justin Meissen (TPC Research and Restoration) 

 

2:30 – 3:45 p.m. Concurrent breakout discussions (Maucker Union, rooms and facilitators shown 

in table below)  

Room Session 1           2:30 – 3:00 Session 2          3:15 – 3:45 

Oak  Underutilized native species  
(Justin Meissen) 

Underutilized native species  
(Justin Meissen) 

College Eye  Midwest Native Seed Network  
(Chris Woolridge) 

Applying the science of seed sourcing 
(Shelby Flint) 

Elm Seed testing questions  
(Gil Waibel) 

Q&A with NRCS staff  
(Matt Allen) 

State College Seed production problems and solutions 
(Laura Walter) 

Supporting new and smaller producers 
(Laura Walter) 

University 
Room 

Open networking and discussion Open networking and discussion 

 

4:00 – 4:30 p.m. Wrap-Up – University Room 

- Summarize discussions, identify possible action items 

- Please return name tags and completed evaluation survey 


