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What is the Living Roadway Trust
Fund (LRTF)?

* A Fund setup by the State of lowa to support sustainable roadside
management programs. Written in lowa Code in 1988.

* Fund supports a grant program focusing on projects related to vegetation,
erosion control, stormwater management, and native plant restoration

along roadways.
#
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Who Can Apply?

Local governments (cities, counties) with an IRVM plan on file with the
lowa DOT.

Private entities working on right of way vegetation or adjacent public
lands.

Organizations or groups working with roadside vegetation or right-of-way
management.

IOWA | DOT
LRTF Grant Projects should have one or more of

the following IRVM objectives: (lowa Code
314.22)

a) Maintain a safe travel environment.

Integrated _ . o
. b) Serve a variety of public purposes including
Road5|de erosion control, wildlife habitat, climate control,
= scenic qualities, weed control, utility easements,
Vegetatlon recreation uses, and sustenance of water quality.
Management

c) Be based on a systematic assessment of
conditions existing in roadsides, preservation of
valuable vegetation and habitats in the area, and

8
Objectlves the adoption of a comprehensive plan and

strategies for cost-effective maintenance and
vegetation planting.

d) Emphasize the establishment of adaptable and
long-lived vegetation, often native species,
matched to the unique environment found in
and adjacent to the roadside.
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Integrated
Roadside
Vegetation
Management

8
Objectives

LRTF Grant Projects should have one or more of
the following IRVM objectives: (lowa Code
314.22)

(cont.)

e) Incorporate integrated management practices
for the long-term control of damaging insect
populations, weeds, and invasive plant species.

f) Build upon a public education program allowing
input from adjacent landowners and the general
public.

g) Accelerate efforts toward increasing and
expanding the effectiveness of plantings to
reduce wind-induced and water-induced soil
erosion and to increase deposition of snow in
desired locations.

h) Incorporate integrated roadside vegetation
management with other state agency planning
and program activities including the
recreational trails program, scenic highways,
open space, and tourism development efforts.

IOWA | DOT
Key Dates & Application Period
ey vates pplcation Ferioa ...
Sept. Grant
Agreements
gooutto
awarded
Aug. 15 applicants
JUNE 1=t Funding
Application Notification
Deadline goes out
Jan {J__'i Mar May Jul Sep ’L‘ Nov {J__I
2025 [1 [ [ [ 0 0 0 01
Feb Jun Aug Oct T Dec
Technical Advisory
Committee Reviews
Applications
Grant Agreements have Project
Expiration date of December31st the
following year (Dec. 2026)

2/28/2025
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How to Apply:
Review Eligibility

Review Funding Guideline
e Requirements and Requested
Documents

Prepare Required Documents

Complete the Application and
Submit

IOWA | DOT

Review bl § -
Ellglblllty LRTF Website lowadot.gov/Irtf/

Menu on the left click “Grants”

2/28/2025
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LRTF Grant
Website e 1 e

LIVING ROADWAY TRUST FUND

IOWA | DOT

Instruction Video
for LRTF Grant f 3 ottu
Application |

v s anocotus

Current Funding Guidelines
&
Grant Application

Step by Step Guide to LRTF Grant Writing

IOWA | DOT

Review Funding Guidelines

GRANT APPLICATION FOR COUNTIES, STATE AGENCIES AND CITIES
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 4 PM., JUNE 1, 2025

Please read the LRTF

funding guidelines before completing the application. All LRTF grant applications
include a Minority Impact Statement (MIS). Applications will be considered incomplete uriess the MIS
portion is completed and submitted with the grant proposal

Fiscal Year 2026 grant application materiais have now been released. Applications for Fiscal Year 2026 are
due by 4 p.m. June 1, 2025, and will not be accepled using the Fiscal Year 2025 application materials.

ST

1 SIEP 2 STEP3:
READ THE FUNDING COMPLETE THE LRTE SUBMIT THE LRTF
GUIDELINES APPLICATION APPLICATION

Application submission:

AutD submi the comgletad appicaion, Minonty Impact Statemant and any suppiemental materials by Juna 1, 2025, 4 pm
(Hard copies cannol be accepled)

NOTE: This enline application works best when viewed in Chrome and other moderm browsers such as

Firefox and Edge This form WILL NOT work in Intemet Explorer. f you have problems or questions, please
s for additional assistance

Step by Step Guide to LRTF Grant Writing

2/28/2025
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Review
Funding
Guidelines

4 Sections

IOWA | DOT

Prepare
Required
Documents

Funding Guidelines
Section III
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1l GRANT PROJECT TYPES

A. ELIGIBLE PROJECT TYPES

Types of projects eligible for funding are dictated by lo 314.21 and lowa Code 314.22 and include:
1. Demonstration Projects 8. Planning, Design and Professional Services
2. Education 9. Research
3. Outdoor Learning Environments 10. Roadside Inventories
4. Electronic Equipment 11. Roadside Remnant Vegetation Surveys
5. Specialized Equipment 12. Other Related Projects
6. Gateways and Community Entryways 13. Special Staff Training
7. Scenic Value Protection and Enhancement
1. DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS (20% MATCH REQUIRED)

Demonstration projects must be designed to show the pasitive aspects of IRVM and document the benefits of
using native plants in roadsides. These projects should be highly visible to the public and allow an educational
companent such as signage. Projects will be evaluated on their ability to impact large populations of the
traveling public. Design costs shall not exceed 10% of the total project cost. Demenstration project
applications must provide the following information:
« [t e iption Specific place on application for this informal ~
o Detailed information on the project location, site preparation techniques, species selection,
establishment methods, and long-term maintenance activities.
o Individuals and organizations involved in the project.
o Project purpose, goals, and explanation of how goals will be accomplished and evaluated.
«  Cost Estimate
o Detailed work plan showing itemized costs.
o Match summary details showing itemized cash and/or in-kind contributions amounting to a
minimum of 20% of the total project cost.
« Supporting Documents  Thjs information will need to be attached to the application
siteplan  compine into one pdf file
Example of signage included in project
A list of all plant species to be used in the project, arranged alphabetically by scientific
name, in the following format:

o o

o

I srl:miﬂr.nnm:l Common Name } size [ Type | Units I Quantity |

[ | \ | | |

2/28/2025
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Complete Application

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 4 PM_, JUNE 1, 2025

portion I completed and submitted with the grant proposal

GRANT APPLICATION FOR COUNTIES, STATE AGENCIES AND CITIES

Please read the LRTF funding guidelines before completing the application. All LRTF grant applications
include a Minority Impact Statement (MIS). Applications will be considered incomplele unless the MIS

Fiscal Year 2026 grant appiication materials have now been released. Applications for Fiscal Year 2026 are
due by 4 p.m. June 1, 2025. and will not be accepled using the Fiscal Year 2025 application materials.

STEP1 STEP2: STEP 3:
READ THE FUNDING COMPLETE THE LRTE SUBMIT THE LRTF
GUIDELINES APPLICATION APPLICATION
Applcation submission:
aterias by June 1, 2025, 4 pm
(Hard copies cannot be accepted)

for additional assistance.

Step by Step Guide to LRTF Grant Writing

NOTE: This anline application works best when viewed In Chrome and ofher modemm browsers such as
Firefox and Edge. This form WILL NOT work in Intemet Expiorer. If you have problems or questions, piease

IOWA | DOT

Complete Application

IOWA

I s o Lving Roadvwary Trust Fund Funcing Guidelngs Sectonl - pot
lowa DOT
s of the Aggicant "

¢ Carefully read this
message

* Note: After preparing the
application, you will be
asked to enter the name
and email address of the
Applicant Authorizing
Official who will sign and
submit the application

* Link to click to learn how
to create an account to
save a webform

* Click | agree and “Next”

2/28/2025
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Complete
Application

APPLICATION
INSTRUCTIONS
Funding Guidelines
Section I, E.

IOWA | DOT

Complete
Application

Concise Project Summary

l”\\iA DOoT

LIVING ROADWAY TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION
Oeadline: June 15t 2028 490 pa

HReod Applcation instractions ard FY 2036 Funding Goidelines before completing appdcation

Tow Fast Nar Lt N |

Project Objective

Who are you, why are you applying?
What is the project?

What are you asking for?

What'’s the importance of this project?
Are there Partnerships and
Collaboration: Collaboration with local
entities or community groups.

*Don’t write more then the size of this
box.

2/28/2025
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Complete
Application

Detailed Project
Description

IOWA | DOT

Complete
Application

Project Cost
Estimate/Budget

ISWA  DOT

Clearly describe project details so

someone unfamiliar with the project
can understand what’s being proposed

Include expected outcome and impacts

Clearly describe the projects connection
to as many of the 8 eligible IRVM
objectives as possible.

Reference the funding guidelines and
provide required narrative described
under each project type

*Don’t write more then the size of this
box.

IOWA  DOT

Include itemized list of project cost

Reference the funding guidelines and

— provide required Cost Estimate under

each project type

Make sure the total at the bottom adds
~ up to the “Total Project Cost” (this
includes matching funds)

Total Project Cost:

2/28/2025
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Cah Nt Gl
Line aeatinrd o h

Separate out matching funds -

\
Top cash match only

[
[
Complete [ o
Application

Second for all in-kind matching funds

" Make sure the total at the bottom

Project Cost - adds up to the “Total Matching 15
Estimate/Budget Funds” (this includes matching funds)
‘GRANT REQUEST SUMMARY
Boxes in this section should o

auto fill using totals from the
previous sections (20% or more) ot onch cosmages [l

IRequested amount will not S

autofill ! AL S e -

Total Matching Fumes: |

IOWA | DOT sl

APPUCATION CERTIICATION
he ortily that this peaject has beun approved ke wirnital oo Livkng Roada sy Truat Furd grant
s
" X

»$hould match what you
segomai panenmae [ €NTETEd ON the fiTSt page of the

Complete
Application

the application

Submission Check)ist
owa DOT Form 841702 (pages 5 and & of 1y 3 0O0Ument)
Mworty mpact Ststement Form 105101 ipages 6 & 7 ofthes dotument)
‘ Swwsiemartsl Suppeting Infarmation
Fleate a%ach using paperd p symbol on the upper el sde of this document. f you Fave mare the cre

SOCLMN: peate MIYRe 1 doosments IS an BT prr 10 aMaChing 1o grant appl caion »

Sign and Submit

5 ) 6

Don't forget to attach Required supporting
documentation

10
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IOWA | DOT POP UP ASKING FOR AUTHORIZING
OFFICIAL NAME AND EMAIL

Complete
Application

| Who else needs to sign this document?

Sign and Submit

IOWA | DOT
Email Notifications

Signature Confirmation: Living Roadway Trust Fund Grant Application

@ lowa DOT <noreply@seamiessaocscom> e
To. @ Van Weu T

o s your vy, Outach doupiond o some pcns 1 g

2 Emails Sent

You signed 841702: Living

C O m p I ete 1. Successfully added Roadway Trust Fund Grant
Applic ation signature to the person Application

who completed the form

Hi Tara Van Waus,

Your signature was successfully added 10 a document.

Form name 841702 Living Roadway Trust
Fund Grant Application

Sign and Submit
Date signed Feb 16, 2025, 08.06PM CST

Signature Requested

H authorizanion Dffcial Name Here

2. Email sent to
Authorization Official — Tawvmsme o oot

requesting signature — rommme onv7cs, LaRosary Tt
Date submitted Feb 16, 2025, 06:23PM CST

11
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IGWA | DOT Authorization Official Signature

i[5 ristame [Jfiony ] wastrame

Submission Checklst:
[ lowa DOT Form 841702 (pages 1-6 and & of his document)

(2 Minerity impact Statement Form 105101 (pages 6. 7 of this doeument)

Complete oo IR P
Appllcatlon * After signing a screen will

Famamzee | show up for the Authorizer
with the signature in BLUE

Sign and Submit box

Click “Finalize & Submit”

LRTF will be automatically notified after
Authorization Official clicks Finalize &
Submit

IOWA | DOT What Happens Next?

~

*Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Reads and Scores grant applications
+TAC meets in person to discuss grant score outcomes and reviews each grant
application and comments sent in with review

After
Submission

+Applicant will receive funding notification via email from LRTF program

+Grant agreements will be drafted and signed by both grant recipient and
lowa DOT representative

+After agreement is signed authorization letter sent via email and project may

begin
/

Post-Submission Process

~

+Email notification will be sent to grant applicant
+Feedback may be provided if requested

12
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Grant Evaluation Criteria
x:mlldlmnunnnrlumn LRTF Gnan-vilmrS:uﬂng Sheet |f\WA DUT X «‘;‘Z‘T

Project Title

IOWA | DOT

Grant Evaluation Criteria

Criteria for Bonus points

Newly established IRVM program
10 pts — (0-2 years)
5 pts —(3-5 years)
Whetherthe applicant has received recent LRTF grant funding for same/similar request

S pts = if no recent request within 5 years

Extra points for providing match funds higher then minimum required

1 pt — no match required or 21% - 30%
2 pts— match 31% - 50%
3 pts — match 51% and more

13
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Tips for a Successful
Application

* Be Clear and Concise: Provide a
focused project description.

* Follow the Instructions: Make sure
every section is complete and
correct. Submit application on-
time.

* Provide Strong Justifications:
Explain how your project will
improve roadside management.

* Be Realistic About Budget &
Timeline: Ensure your proposal is
feasible and reasonable.

* Review Before Submission:
Double-check for errors.

Step by Step Guide to LRTF Gra

IOWA | DOT

Conclusion

* This application process is
straightforward but requires
attention to detail. Ensure your
project aligns with LRTF goals and
provides clear, concise
documentation.

* Questions?

14
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.

L
FY 2025 AVAILABLE IOWA Zan

LIVING ROADWAY
FUNDS TRUST FUND

FUNDING AMOUNT
SOURCE Fr2025 o T sare | conny | omac |
Goal $190,0000 $451,250.0  $308,750.00 $950,000
REAP $350,000 Allocations 0 0
ROIG $250’000 Requested $99,05475  $625749.6  $42575474  $1,150,559.0
0 9

RENT/MISC. $150,000 Funds
- $56,44875  $6267776 $231,037.89  $989,26424
Released Project $300,000 avarded %

+$75,000 UNI
Funds
: $1,oso,ooo|

IOWA DOT

PROGRAM -$10,000
LRTF ASSISTANT

CONTRACT

otal LRTF Allocations for FY2025

$1,049,264.24

IOWA | DOT

3 City Grant Applications
CITY FUNDING 3 City Grant Application
CATEGORY Awarded

FUNDING AMOUNT
= FY2025 - o R N IR
CITy $190,000.00
Jefferson Street tree planting on Olive
$45 1’25000 City of Jefferson and Locust $11,000.00 45.6 $11,000.00

$308,750.00 ey
’ Thrive Knoxville Knoxville Community Gateway $30,448.75 42.4 $30,448.75DOT?
Feldhan/ Mudcreek Quality Wetland and Awarded max $15k -
City of Durant Prairie Initiative $57,606.00 40.8 $15,000.00 contingent.

$950,000

TOTAL CITY REQUEST  $99,05475 $56,448.75
_ i

Goal Allocations $190,000.00 $133’551.25 remaining City
Funding

Requested Funds $99,054.75

Difference $90,945.25

15
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IQWA | DOT 36 County Grant Applications
24 County Grant Applications
Awarded

Grant Amount Application Amourt
Applicant ProjectTite Requested  Score  Awarded Notes
PollCounty Polk County Chemical Inection Sprayer $1500000 479 $1500000
Poll Court Polk County Cab-Over Engine Truck $1000000 479 $1000000

COUNTY FUNDING R ™" oyt 5t Hower soom 2 000

Polk Courty Closed Chemical Loading

CATEGO RY Polk County System. $3,000.00 465 $3,000.00
(omp——
P G 461 semsovemens
. e
oy — s 453 s1500000
e S—
AMOUNT o s Coury D i DATZZOOT 1500000 427 1500000t o rewests
o RTF Lee oy 0TV S 9 sames
FY2025 Koy Secondy Kok Gy AxeminofProm
Ko Koo oo s o000

Linn County Secondary Road
partment

- F— soo w1 souo
cry $190,000.00 o e sty s i T
STATE $451,250.00 R s s s a2 asn

COUNTY $308,750.00 Corenvaion orum St s Mcrr ssowm s s

Scott County Secondary
Rosds

Natve Seed Sorage Unit smee e sume
Legislative Support to -$75,000.00 Slack Havk Couty RYM Spray Logaing System Sasoon S 8450000
LovissCouny Secondry
Rosds Hervcde Sprayer 100000 334 $1500000815 varded
| $ B 81
Dikinson Courty
Consenaion oard e e sisom B0 SLM00
$233.750.00 oo Coy Ronice
s : Haragement Roadsice HeawyDuy Truck 00000 327 51000000
MichellCounty Conservation Kawasaki Mule Pro X 1000 fr Eficient
= Roncce Management semes 27 S
Ul lack Hawk County Engineer Black Hawk Couty Hytroseeder 00000 326 $3000000
Chickasow Couty
Consenation Foresty ulchr fo our Roscides SI50000 316 $1500000
! Jones CoSecondary Roads  Staw Crmper S65600 314 836560
Goal Allocations $308,750.00 Shelby County Engineers.
e ey County Rocsid Maragement 00000 314 $1000000
Jasper CounyHighway
Depatment Mlcing Head sso00 18 %00
Linn Couny Secondary Rosd
ament ot DeereRoary Forestey Mover ssaom 08 %0m
Requested Funds $425,754.74 Washington County Washington SoilConditoner 17 04 S0
PoweshiekCouty ATV SKid Sprayer senn 04 s
Stry Courty Consevation
Lennox Min-Spit smm w3 sm
Marion Couty Road
. = Tutbo Tut H-A000-HARV-P Hychasecer soomo  m1 5000
Difference ($117,004.74) PowestiekCoury FeconBush Head siswoc0  m4 5000
PowestiekCoury PowerRake sa0o 73 5000
SueraVista Couty Foresry Head 2024 om0 s 000
Siory County Corsevation Total County Avalble
ot 2 Reelcatt HD Hose Restwith ose sss .3 sm $30875000Funds
Story County Soryer ey Seat S0 244 500 (575000000 Legistte Support

AVAILABLE FUNDS FOR
TOTALCOUNTYREQUEST  $348726.74 $23103789 $253,75000GRANTS.
REMAINING COUNTY
FUNDS (Priorto
$2712.11 Reallocation)

9 State Grant Applications
8 State Grant Applications
Awarded

Grant Amount Application Amount

STATE FUNDING
CATEGORY

Applcant ProjectTite Requested  Score  Awarded Notes
Maved from County
Linn Counry Foresty Mower Demonstraion Day $202800 359 $2,028.00Funds.
lowa 2025 sweome 3418289016

aTy $190,000.00 T S— e I

Univrsity of Northern lowa 2025 Rosdside Conference. 24800 319 $244800

Trees Forever Stewards of the Beautifl Land $4025056 316 $4025056

Statewide Support for Communities &
unteers

TressForeer Sosena 3 Sseseer
Source D Native S Sakehder
Universy o Nathern lowa. Communcations 2025 Summ 309 S0
_ STATE [ — woww  ms s
Goal Allocations $451,250.00 ToTALSTATE
AALABLE FUNDS FOR
TOTALSTATEREQUEST 862777760 sea6777.60 $451.25000GRANTS
Requested Funds $625,749.60 bevoripee

FUNDS (Priorto
(5175,527.60) Realocaton)

Difference ($175,499.60)

16
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Planning for FY2026 FUNDING AMOUNT
SOURCE FY2025

REAP $350,000
RUTF $250,000
RENT/MISC. $150,000

FY 2026 LRTF GRANT FUNDS Released $250,000

Project Funds
State,

City, $446,500.00, $1,000,000
$188,000. 47%
00, 20%
IOWA DOT -$10,000
PROGRAM
LRTF ASSISTANT -$50,000
CONTRACT

$60,000

County IRVM Plans I®WA | DOT

@ IRVM Plan on file at DOT new or updated within 5 years -
() 1RVM Plan on file at DOT 6—10 years old

. IRVM Plan on file at DOT Over 11 years old Last Updated: 2/10/2025

17



City IRVM Plans

Cuwla | Ceinon

coun
Royal
B i e | i

IOWA | DOT

P (_:B@ Varina
e o e
{ s N | Fecsiorg % Wigh p—" ot
N —, Denver ~
b herokee D Gilmore City @ N () wavert
T Hartford i | o
e - s = ot |l -.
z ¢ = - () cedar Falls
) EB Monticello
<
- " st | tm
i s | S, Maxwel
@ Manning EE) ® Center Point  juws
0% Codar
¢ 039 Durant
§ wme | s e o (2 . @ ourer
1 . J i
s powaciy | GO vaverprt
Qe a— " s | Mok | oo | Wiehiazen d
P - ) : @ riversice
¢ B knoxville
] \
Lo e i | e | O | ben | e | Wl | e | )

@ IRVM Plan on file at DOT new or updated within 5 years
® IRVM Plan on file at DOT 6—10 years old

@ RvM Plan on file 3t DOT Over 11 years old

West Burlington

P T —

Last Updated: 2/10/2025

IOWA | DOT

No new Members

LRTF Technical Advisory Committee

Potential Additions

(1) County Conservation Representative
(1) Private Sector Representative

(1) Soil Conservationist

(1) City Government

TAC Member Recruitment

(1) Department of Natural Resources Representative

2/28/2025
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lowa DOT Roadside Development Staff
Updates

New Staff
Paige Sybesma, Roadside Development Specialist 2 — Landscaping Plans
Tracy Meise, Roadside Development Specialist 3 — Landscaping Plans

Andrew Minnick, Roadside Development Specialist 2 — Herbicide Specialist

Current Openings

Design Tech Associate (Full Time)
Design Tech Intern (Seasonal)

IOWA | DOT

Outreach and Events

Feb. 20th -21 Invasive Species Conference

Feb. 27t Trees Forever Roadside Plan Information Webinars
for small communities

March 12th Native Seed Stakeholders Meeting, UNI
April 2nd Roadside Programs 101 Webinar
Oct. 1 lowa Roadside Conference Davenport, IA

Step by Step Guide to LRTF Grant Writing

2/28/2025
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Thank You

Tara Van Waus
515-239-1768 office
Tara.vanwaus@iowadot.us

https://iowadot.gov/Irtf/Grants

20



