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A Step-by-Step Guide

Living Roadway Trust Fund Grant
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• A Fund setup by the State of Iowa to support sustainable roadside 
management programs. Written in Iowa Code in 1988.

• Fund supports a grant program focusing on projects related to vegetation, 
erosion control, stormwater management, and native plant restoration 
along roadways.

What is the Living Roadway Trust 
Fund (LRTF)?
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Who Can Apply?
Local governments (cities, counties) with an IRVM plan on file with the 
Iowa DOT.

Private entities working on right of way vegetation or adjacent public 
lands.

Organizations or groups working with roadside vegetation or right-of-way 
management.

Integrated 
Roadside 

Vegetation 
Management

8 
Objectives
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Submit Application 
No later then 
June 1st at 4:00 p.m. 

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

JUNE 1st 
Application 
Deadline

Aug. 15th

Funding 
Notification 
goes out

Grant Agreements have Project 
Expiration date of December31st the 
following year (Dec. 2026)

Technical Advisory 
Committee Reviews 
Applications

2025

Beginning 
Sept. Grant 
Agreements 
go out to 
awarded 
applicants

Key Dates & Application Period
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How to Apply:

Review Eligibility

Review Funding Guideline 
Requirements and Requested 
Documents

Prepare Required Documents

Complete the Application and 
Submit
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LRTF Website   Iowadot.gov/lrtf/

Menu on the left click “Grants”

Review 
Eligibility
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Iowadot.gov/lrtf/

Menu on the left click “Grants”

LRTF Grant 
Website
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Review Funding Guidelines
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Review 
Funding 
Guidelines

4 Sections

Prepare 
Required 
Documents

Funding Guidelines 
Section III
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Complete Application
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Complete Application
• Carefully read this 

message

• Note: After preparing the 
application, you will be 
asked to enter the name 
and email address of the 
Applicant Authorizing 
Official who will sign and 
submit the application

• Link to click to learn how 
to create an account to 
save a webform

• Click I agree and “Next”
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Complete 
Application

APPLICATION 
INSTRUCTIONS
Funding Guidelines 
Section II, E. 

Complete 
Application

Concise Project Summary
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Complete 
Application

Detailed Project 
Description

Complete 
Application

Project Cost 
Estimate/Budget
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Complete 
Application

Project Cost 
Estimate/Budget

Complete 
Application

Sign and Submit
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Complete 
Application

Sign and Submit

Complete 
Application

Sign and Submit
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Complete 
Application

Sign and Submit

After 
Submission 

Post-Submission Process
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Grant Evaluation Criteria
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Grant Evaluation Criteria
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• Be Clear and Concise: Provide a 
focused project description.

• Follow the Instructions: Make sure 
every section is complete and 
correct. Submit application on-
time.

• Provide Strong Justifications:
Explain how your project will 
improve roadside management.

• Be Realistic About Budget & 
Timeline: Ensure your proposal is 
feasible and reasonable.

• Review Before Submission:
Double-check for errors.

Tips for a Successful 
Application
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Conclusion

• This application process is 
straightforward but requires 
attention to detail. Ensure your 
project aligns with LRTF goals and 
provides clear, concise 
documentation.

• Questions? 
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FY 2025 AVAILABLE 
FUNDS

Total LRTF Allocations for FY2025
$1,049,264.24

CITY FUNDING 
CATEGORY

3 City Grant Applications
3 City Grant Application 

Awarded

$133,551.25 remaining City 
Funding 
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COUNTY FUNDING 
CATEGORY

36 County Grant Applications
24 County Grant Applications 

Awarded

STATE FUNDING 
CATEGORY

9 State Grant Applications
8 State Grant Applications 

Awarded
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Planning for FY2026

Available Funds

IRVM Plan on file at DOT 6—10 years old 

IRVM Plan on file at DOT new or updated within 5 years

IRVM Plan on file at DOT Over 11 years old Last Updated: 2/10/2025
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IRVM Plan on file at DOT 6—10 years old 

IRVM Plan on file at DOT new or updated within 5 years

IRVM Plan on file at DOT Over 11 years old Last Updated: 2/10/2025

Cedar Falls

Center Point

Cherokee

Davenport

Denver
Waverly

Donnellson

Durant

Exira

Gilmore City

Iowa City
Lone Tree

Knoxville

Laurens
Rolfe
Varina

Manning

Monticello

New 
Hartford

Riverside

Royal

West Burlington

Council Bluffs

Maxwell

Decorah
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TAC Member Recruitment

No new Members  

LRTF Technical Advisory Committee 

Potent ia l  Addit ions

(1) Department of Natural Resources Representative

(1)   County Conservation Representative

(1) Private Sector Representative

(1)    Soil Conservationist

(1) City Government
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Iowa DOT Roadside Development Staff 
Updates

New Staff

Paige Sybesma, Roadside Development Specialist 2 – Landscaping Plans

Tracy Meise, Roadside Development Specialist 3 – Landscaping Plans

Andrew Minnick, Roadside Development Specialist 2 – Herbicide Specialist

Current  Opening s

Des ign Tec h Asso c iate  ( Ful l  T ime)
Design Tech Intern (Seasonal)
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Outreach and Events

Feb.  20 t h -21 Inva s ive Species  Conference

Feb.  27 t h Trees  Forever  Roa dside P lan Information Webinars  
for  smal l  communit i es  

t reesforever. org /r oad s id e- p lan s/

Ma rch 12t h Nat ive Seed Sta kehold er s  Meet ing ,  UNI

Apr i l  2nd Roadside  Programs 101 Webinar

Oct .  1  Iowa  Roadside Conference Davenpor t ,  IA
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Tara Van Waus

515-239-1768 office

Tara.vanwaus@iowadot.us

https://iowadot.gov/lrtf/Grants

Thank You


