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Open Burning Rule Simplified

• All Open Burning is Illegal UNLESS

• One of the variances listed in the rule pertains

567—23.2 (455B) Open Burning

• 23.2(1) Prohibition. No person shall allow, cause or permit 
open burning of combustible materials, except as provided in 
23.2(2) and 23.2(3).

• https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Air-
Quality/Open-Burning

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Air-Quality/Open-Burning


Exemptions Include:

• Disaster rubbish

• Trees and Tree Trimmings

• Landscape waste

• Recreational fires

• Residential waste

• Agricultural exemptions

• Training fires



Exemptions – Disaster Rubbish

• The open burning of rubbish, including 
landscape waste, for the duration of the 
community disaster period in cases where an 
officially declared emergency condition exists. 

• Burning of any structures or demolished 
structures must be conducted in accordance 
with asbestos rules.



Exemptions – Disaster Rubbish



Exemptions – Trees and Tree 
Trimmings

• Municipal Burn Site 
• The open burning of trees and tree trimmings not originated on 

the premises provided that:

• Operated by a local governmental entity

• Fenced and access is controlled

• Burning is supvervised and conducted regularly

• Burning is conducted when conditions are favorable to 
surrounding property 

• Site is limited to areas at least 1/4 mile from any inhabited 
building unless a written waiver is obtained



Exemptions – Trees and Tree 
Trimmings



Exemptions – Landscape Waste

• “Landscape waste” includes trees, tree trimmings, branches, 
stumps, brush, weeds, leaves, grass, shrubbery and yard 
trimmings originating on the premises.

• Burning of landscape waste produced in clearing, grubbing and 
construction operations must be located at least 1/4 mile from 
any building inhabited by other than the landowner or tenant 
conducting the open burning. 

• Rubber tires shall not be used to ignite landscape waste.

• Local ordinances may be more restrictive



Exemptions – Landscape Waste



Exemptions – Recreational Fire

• Open fires for cooking, heating, recreation and 
ceremonies, provided they comply with 
23.3(2)“d.”  (40% Opacity Rule)

• Burning rubber tires is prohibited from this 
activity



Exemptions – Recreational Fire



Exemptions – Residential Waste

• Backyard burning of residential waste at dwellings of 
four-family units or less.

• “Residential waste” means any refuse generated on 
the premises as a result of residential activities. 

• The term includes landscape waste grown on the 
premises or deposited thereon by the elements, but 
excludes garbage, tires, trade wastes, and any 
locally recyclable goods or plastics.



Exemptions – Residential Waste



Exemptions – Agricultural 
Structures

• The open burning must occur on the premises 

• All chemicals and asphalt roofing are removed; 

• Burning is conducted only when weather conditions 
are favorable with respect to surrounding property; 

• Permission from the local fire chief is secured in 
advance of the burning. 

• Rubber tires shall not be used to ignite agricultural 
structures.

• Follow asbestos requirements in 40 CFR Section 
61.145, “Standard for Demolition and Renovation” 



Exemptions – Agricultural 
Structures

http://www.belmondnews.com/news/farmhouse-fire-marks-end-

of-an-era/article_d8c5f41c-ce8c-11e9-a398-67a8e062fd3b.html



Exemptions – Training Fires

• A “training fire” is a fire set for the purposes of conducting 
bona fide training of public or industrial employees in 
firefighting methods. 

• A “bona fide training” means training that is conducted 
according to the National Fire Protection Association 1403 
Standard of Live Fire Training Evolutions or a comparable 
training fire standard. 

• Written notification is provided to the department on DNR 
Form 542-8010, and is postmarked or delivered to the 
director at least ten working days before such action 
commences.

• All asbestos-containing materials shall be removed prior to 
the training fire.



Exemptions – Training Fires

https://www.yahoo.com/news/former-whittier-farms-

farmhouse-sutton-223224158.html



Opacity Rule

• 567 IAC 23.3(2) - No person shall allow, cause or 
permit the emission of visible air contaminants into 
the atmosphere from any equipment, internal 
combustion engine, premise fire, open fire or stack, 
equal to or in excess of 40 percent opacity...



Opacity Rule



Local Regulations

• Check with your city or county government office 
before burning. Local ordinances may be stricter than 
state rules. 

• Polk and Linn counties require burning permits. Other 
local governments may also require permits.

• Burn Bans - When Burn Bans are in place, most open 
burning is not allowed. 



Open Burning Fact Sheet



Questions?


