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Open Burning Rule Simplified
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https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Air-Quality/Open-Burning

Exemptions Include:




Exemptions - Disaster Rubbish

* The open burning of rubbish, including
landscape waste, for the duration of the
community disaster period in cases where an
officially declared emergency condition exists.

« Burning of any structures or demolished
structures must be conducted in accordance

with asbestos rules.



Exemptions

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL

DISASTER DEBRIS DISPOSAL OPTIONS

The D¢ of Natural s for protecting public health and the environment. During times of disaster the DNR
walves specific solid waste disposal ruies to speed sofe and efficient disposal of generated wastes.

Woooy Desris

Burnlng of woody debris is allowed under two provisions of lowa code.
567 lowa Administrative Code (IAC) 23.2(3) "a" Disaster Rubblsh
The DNR will allow the accumulation of disaster debris i best ini ial) for
burning at the site for the duration of the disaster proclamation. At the end of the proclamation no additional debris
can be taken to the burn site. ing the end of the pr ion the ing jurisdiction will have an additional
60 days to complete the burn under 567 IAC 23.2(3) "a."

567 IAC 23.2(3) "b" Trees and Tree Trimmings:

Burning trees and brush outside the time frame of 567 IAC 23.2(3) “2" is allowed if the following criteria are met:
Burn site must be operated by a local government entity
Access must be controlled and site supervised during burning
Conducted only when weather conditions are conducive to safe burning conditions
Site is at least one-fourth mile from inhabited property unless a written waiver is received or on file.
Only woody debris originating from trees or brush is burned (no structural debris, such as construction and
demolition waste)

Chipping and Grinding of non-Construction and Demolition Wastes
* Woody debris can be chipped and ground without prior approval if:

o Final disposal is a beneficial use, or it is

o Taken to a composting site, or

o Taken to a landfill

* Chipped/ground woody debris can be broadcast at the site where it originated with DNR notification

Beneficial Use
. Woodv debris can be put to beneficial use as:
A fuel or energy source
Bulking agent for composting
Mulch
Animal bedding
Raw material in the manufacture of paper products, particle board, or similar materials

Landfilling
* While landfilling remains an option it is discouraged by DNR in favor of beneficial uses or volume reduction (burning
and chipping).

Ash
* Ashfrom burning woody debris can be managed the following ways:
o Landfill disposal {landfill can mix with soil for daily cover with DNR approval)
Carbon source and bulking agent at composting sites
Concrete ingredient
Land applied to surface to improve soil

Disaster Rubbish

DEBRIS MANAGEMENT FORM
This form contains the information that FEMA requests from DNR when considering reimbursement requests.
Please send this form to your Local DNR Field Office. DNR will send an approval letter to the applicant that can be used
for FEMA reimbursement. DNR Field Office contact information can be found at https://www.iowadnr.gov/fieldoffice.

It is the applicant’s responsibility to comply with all other applicable federal, state, or local statutes, rules, regulations,
ordinances, and orders.

i County:

Primary Contact Person: Phone:

Address:

Gty: Zip Code: Fax:

Email:

Debris Disposition (check all that apply, describe each activity, and provide location in the box below)

I] Chipping/Grinding Vegetation for Reuse (mulch or other beneficial use)
|__| Chipping/Grinding Structural Material for Landfill Disposal

[ ] staging/Stockpiling {temporary only)

[ ] Landfill (enter permit number & name)

;j Burning of disaster debris (during disaster proclamation)

G Burning of tree and tree trimmings

[ Temporary Transfer Station/Construction & Demolition Recovery Site/Material Recycling Site
| ] Other (attach detailed explanation for review):

[ ] AsH from all burn types
| -Landfill {enter permit number & name below)
[ ] -Land application/incorporation

| -Reuse

1. TYPE OF DEBRIS DISPOSAL ACTIVITY:

Address/Location: GPS (decimal degrees):
2. TYPE OF DEBRIS DISPOSAL ACTIVITY:

Address/Location: GPS [decimal degrees):
3. TYPE OF DEBRIS DISPOSAL ACTIVITY:

Address/Location: GPS (decimal degrees):
For additi sites, attach odditi sheets

Signature and Title

04/2019 cmec DNR Form 5420582




Exemptions - Trees and Tree
Trimmings

* Municipal Burn Site

» The open burning of trees and tree trimmings not originated on
the premises provided that:

Operated by a local governmental entity
Fenced and access is controlled
Burning is supvervised and conducted regularly

Burning is conducted when conditions are favorable to
surrounding property

Site is limited to areas at least 1/4 mile from any inhabited
building unless a written waiver is obtained



_

Exemptions - Trees and Tree
Trimmings




Exemptions - Landscape Waste

» “Landscape waste” includes trees, tree trimmings, branches,
stumps, brush, weeds, leaves, grass, shrubbery and yard
trimmings originating on the premises.

» Burning of landscape waste produced in clearing, grubbing and
construction operations must be located at least 1/4 mile from
any building inhabited by other than the landowner or tenant
conducting the open burning.

» Rubber tires shall not be used to ignite landscape waste.

» Local ordinances may be more restrictive
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Exemptions - Landscape Waste




Exemptions - Recreational Fire




Exemptions - Recreational Fire
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Exemptions - Residential Waste

» Backyard burning of residential waste at dwellings of
four-family units or less.

« “Residential waste” means any refuse generated on
the premises as a result of residential activities.

* The term includes landscape waste grown on the
premises or deposited thereon by the elements, but
excludes garbage, tires, trade wastes, and any
locally recyclable goods or plastics.
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Exemptions - Residential Waste
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Exemptions - Agricultural
Structures

* The open burning must occur on the premises
» All chemicals and asphalt roofing are removed;

» Burning is conducted only when weather conditions
are favorable with respect to surrounding property;

 Permission from the local fire chief is secured in
advance of the burning.

» Rubber tires shall not be used to ignite agricultural
structures.

 Follow asbestos requirements in 40 CFR Section
61.145, “Standard for Demolition and Renovation”



Exemptions - Agricultural
Structures

http://www.belmondnews.com/news/farmhouse-fire-marks-end-
of-an-era/article_d8c5f41c-ce8c-11e9-a398-67a8e062fd3b.html



Exemptions - Training Fires

« A “training fire” is a fire set for the purposes of conducting
bona fide training of public or industrial employees in
firefighting methods.

* A “bona fide training” means training that is conducted
according to the National Fire Protection Association 1403
Standard of Live Fire Training Evolutions or a comparable
training fire standard.

« Written notification is provided to the department on DNR
Form 542-8010, and is postmarked or delivered to the
director at least ten working days before such action
commences.

 All asbestos-containing materials shall be removed prior to
the training fire.



Exemptions - Training Fires
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Opacity Rule



Local Regulations

» Check with your city or county government office
before burning. Local ordinances may be stricter than
state rules.

* Polk and Linn counties require burning permits. Other
local governments may also require permits.

e Burn Bans - When Burn Bans are in place, most open
burning is not allowed.



Open Burning Fact Sheet

YWA DEPARTMENT

Open Burning Exemptions in Agriculture

NEVER BURN TIRES oy, [ SONGERGE

i . 1. Rubber tires
AND OT}IER IO"VA OP[N BURNING RU LES Burning of paper or plastic pesticidecontainers and seefi corn bags (Not even just one)

SuHog Hom > hresan g L Tt . Materials containing
Burning waste releases toxic chemicals into the air ek e i clisital s ainerg : asbestos
Open burning Asphalt
' ; Rallroad ties
Burning of agricultural structures o emises with advance Treated wood
permission fram the local fire chief ed. Materials containing asbestos Dead animals
must be removed unless the a single residential st re. All
alt shi mu emoved the t se complete list . Demolition debris
Petroleum products
. Plastic
10. Metals
12. Carpet
13. Furniture

This is not a complete list. Before

Open Burning Exemptions for Materials that May be Burned = a3 burning, contact the DNR if you
are unsure of the rules.

Recreational fires for g removed and an asbestos inspection must be conducted pri
training fires at www iowadnr gov/asbestos

Burning demolished buildings

Landscape waste originating o restrictions, The DNR ¢
ermises can be b unles Jemolition and at fe

complete

The burning of disaster rubbishis exempted 1e duration of the
ommunity disaster where an officially declared emergency condition exists.

Residential waste can be

unit less in clties without
trad:
Manchester
ice

Bona fide training fires fc

bt sl If curbside pick-up or a redemption center for plastics, glass,

metal cans and paper is locally available—even for a fee—it is
illegal to burn these materials.

Check with your city or county government office before burning. Local ordinances may be stricter than Thic brochsrs i€ not 3 Compiats IerproTation of iowa ASmIniirative Code 567 Chaptar 23 0pon Buming et or Chapher 20 dafmitions. Thiz Gocument i itanded salely 35
mmn M am unn mm mm amsm m me‘yw rm m Padance, GANNGE bo LLed 10 bind the lowa Department of Natural Resowrces and & not 3 substitute for reading applicable statutes and regulations.
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Questions?
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