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National Geographic ® Tallgrass Prairie

CENTER

January 2024 P i —

Cover article series on
monarchs mentions value
of lowa’s county roadside
programs for monarch
conservation
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MDNAREHS

Trees Forever ® Tallgrass Prairie

Roadside-Related Webinars

Tallgrass Prairie Center
Annual Native Seed Distribution
Held August 21, 2024
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Trees Forever @ Tullgrass Prairie

Roadside-Related Webinars

Roadside Manager Roundtable
Wednesday, October 9, 2024, noon

STEWARDS OF THE BEAUTIFUL LAND PRESENTS

ROADSIDE MANAGERS

ROUNDTABLE *

OCTOBER 9TH
12:00P-1:00P
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Next Roadside Programs 101 @ Talgrass Prairic

WEbinar UNI | sostraren =

Thursday, November 14, noon-1 p.m.

Kody Unstad, Kristine Nemec, Megan Huck presenters

Part of LTAP (Local Technical Assistance Program) webinars
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Tabling and Talks at @ Tuligrass Prairie
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» lowa County Engineers Conference

* Winterfest (County Conservation
conference)

* lowa Environmental Lobby Day

» Statewide Supervisors Meeting

» lowa Invasive Species Conference

» Streets and Roads Conference

* MINK (Missouri lowa Nebraska Kansas)
regional transportation conference

* Local events

lowa Nature Summit October 9-10, Drake University, Des Moines
LRTF table

2025 Winter AFIRM Meeting and @ Tallgrass Prairie

CENTER

Invasive Species Conference o = -

Wednesday, February 19,2025 (AFIRM)
February 19-21, 2025 (Invasive Species Conference)
Prairie Meadows, Des Moines
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. @ Tallgrass Prairie
2025 Roadside Conference
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Scott County (Davenport)
October 1-3, 2025
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[Nahant Marsh - Photo credit: Julie Malake

@ Tallgrass Prairie

2026 Roadside Conference = ?
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& Tallgrass Prairie

2025 Calendar

UNI / Universiyof Nrtromio -

LRTF Grant: Landowner Videos # Tallgrass Prairie
for Social Media and Website

Videographers Zach Everman,
Jenna Wilson from Pixel Labs

4 lowa landowners interviewed
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LRTF Grant: Landowner Videos

for Social Media [P —

Short videos released on social media
in the coming weeks
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Native Seed for Counties &
Cities

Seed request forms for 2025 emailed next week
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FHWA Transportation ® Taligrass Prairic
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Alternatives Program Changes i

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

!

1998-2021 funding cycles 2023 funding cycle

$2 million available $12 million available
3-4 applications 56 applications
Review not based on a scoring Scoring system; high points for
system projects:
» Connecting two recreational
trails

» Expansion of trail network
* Projects along scenic byways
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Survey in Conference Folder

Ecologically Impactful Sites

Survey about potential research project on ically impactful roadside

Some University of Northern Towa Biology Department faculty and Tallgrass Prairic Center
faculty and staff are considering applying for a grant to develop a tool to identify county roadside
sites where native revegetation would have the greatest ecological impact (e.g., maybe in terms
of connecting habitats, or being in a location where pollinators or birds are most likely to use the

planting). But to know if this would be a worthwhile project, we want to lean if such a tool
would be useful to you and if you would be able to implement the results

Please answer the following three questions

Would you find a tool that identifies the most ecologically impactful roadside locations to
revegetate with native plants in your county to be useful?

Tn a typical year, are you mostly planting natives on projects that are road department
priorities (e.g.. road regrading. ditch cleanouts) or are you sometimes able to prioritize
plantings based on perceived ecological impact? What percentage of your plantings
represent road department priorities and what percentage is other priorities?

3. Are you inerested in helping us understand your needs so we can develop a funding
proposal fo create a tool for identifying the most ecologically impactful sites in your
county? Please provide your name and email if you are.

& Tallgrass Prairie
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Contact Information

Tallgrass Prairie Center website

@ Tallgrass Prairie

CENTER =————
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tallgrassprairiecenter.org/roadsides

Kristine Nemec, IRM program manager
kristine.nemec@uni.edu, 319-273-2813

Facebook (lowaRoadsides)

Instagram (iowaroadsidemanagement)

YouTube (lowa Roadside Management)
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