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The Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management  
(IRVM) Program celebrated a 25-year milestone:

• The IRVM Program distributed high-quality  
prairie seed to 33 county roadside programs.  
Over 1100 acres were seeded in 2014, and funds  
were secured for new plantings in 2015. 

• Iowa State Association of Counties honored the  
IRVM Native Seed Distribution Program with an 
“Excellence in Action” award.

• The Iowa Roadside Conference and other 
communication, education and advocacy for  
county roadside programs was made possible  
by the Living Roadway Trust Fund.

• Kristine Nemec was hired to lead IRVM into  
its next 25 years.

The Tallgrass Prairie Center (TPC) shaped  
national strategy for pollinator and monarch  
habitat restoration:

• Center Director Laura Jackson was appointed to 
the steering committee for Monarch Joint Venture. 
This body revised the North American Monarch 
Conservation Plan and set habitat restoration goals  
and practices for Monarch summer breeding grounds 
in the upper Midwest. Jackson attended planning 
meetings with pollinator specialists, monarch biologists 
and federal agencies including the Geological Survey, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, and Environmental Protection Agency. 

• The White House Office of Science and Technology 
Policy sought our restoration expertise, and the  
TPC provided information for the Xerces Society’s  
new Milkweeds: A Conservation Practitioner’s Guide.
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The Prairie Power Project trained students while 
advancing a renewable energy resource:

• Since 2008, the state-funded Prairie Power Project has 
involved six faculty and staff, about forty University of 
Northern Iowa Biology undergraduates, and eighteen 
UNI graduate students. 

• Over six years, the TPC research has found that 
mixtures of native grasses and forbs yielded as well 
as switchgrass alone, but also had fewer weeds and 
provided better habitat for birds and butterflies. 

• Newly hired staff member Eric Giddens began analyzing 
test burn data from Cedar Falls Utilities and pulling 
together the different strands of research results for 
prospective adopters.

Restoration and Research activities reached across the state and beyond:

• Program Manager Dave Williams planted prairies at two local Junior High Schools, 
Cedar Falls Utilities, the Western Home, Dry Run Creek Watershed Project, and the  
UNI President’s Home. 

• Staff gave presentations to local schools, the Bremer County Master Gardeners, 
the annual Loess Hills Seminar, the Midwest Chapter of the Society for Ecological 
Restoration, and Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship. Several 
elected officials toured the Center, including Lieutenant Governor Kim Reynolds.

• The TPC Stump Stick, an ingeniously simple tool for more safely applying herbicide  
to woody invaders in prairies, received widespread attention.

• Prairie in Seed, an illustrated guide, will soon be available through University of  
Iowa Press. Williams’ book will show how to recognize and collect seed from  
53 species of native plants. 

• The TPC produced and delivered ten prairie root specimens to educational  
facilities across the state. These impressive displays help the public understand  
the important functions of native plants in Iowa roadsides and beyond.

• UNI student research demonstrated that a substantial number of seeds in prairie 
reconstructions were being eaten by mice and birds. The TPC began a new study  
to reduce seed predation in Benton and Linn County roadside plantings.



New funding will expand the TPC’s impact on soil  
and water conservation:

• Two-year funding of nearly $250,000 was secured  
from Iowa Nutrient Reduction Center, Leopold Center 
for Sustainable Agriculture, and USDA NRCS. 

• The TPC will establish demonstration sites and  
conduct, and foster a working group of technical  
service providers who are planting prairie on farms.

• The TPC collaborators include Monarch Joint Venture, 
Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, Miller 
Creek Watershed Project, Black Hawk Co. Soil and  
Water Conservation Commission, Luze Farm 
Corporation, People’s Company, , and the Iowa  
State University STRIPS project. 

• A new staff member, Ashley Kittle, will coordinate  
the effort.

The TPC received major donations to secure the future 
of the Center and established a Friends Group:

• Founder and Tallgrass Prairie Center Advocate  
Daryl Smith launched Friends of the Tallgrass Prairie 
Center in September. By the end of December,  
there were already 21 memberships with 30 friends. 
Friends will help support special events, seminars, 
newsletters, scholarships and research opportunities  
for UNI students. 

• Daryl and Sue Smith made a generous donation to 
establish the Tallgrass Prairie Center Endowed Fund for 
Excellence. Contributions will help ensure that the high 
quality projects of the Tallgrass Prairie Center continue. 

• Checks can be made payable to “University of Northern 
Iowa Foundation.” Mailing address: UNI Foundation 
Financial Services, 1223 W. 22nd St, Cedar Falls, Iowa 
50614-0239.

The Natural Selections Program brought Iowa native 
beauty to home and roadside habitat:

• After nearly a decade in development, Iowa-source 
tussock sedge, Carex stricta, was released to a 
commercial seed producer. 

• With the help of a network of enthusiastic collectors, 
Program Manager Greg Houseal assembled the only 
known collection of the Iowa crabapple, Malus ioensis. 
Two new species of Iowa milkweeds plus Meadow 
blazingstar (Liatris ligulistylis), a magnet for migrating 
monarchs, are being evaluated for future development. 

• TPC hired a part time, dedicated marketing professional, 
Staci Mueller, to bring native plants awareness and 
marketing materials to retail nurseries and their 
customers, and re-launched a user-friendly website, 
Plant Iowa Native, (www.plantiowanative.org).

• Living Roadway Trust Fund dollars for all these activities 
leveraged support from the Iowa DNR Prairie Resource 
Center and Monarch Joint Venture to expand our impact.



www.tallgrassprairiecenter.org

Restoring native vegetation for the benefit of society and 
environment through research, education, and technology.


